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It is widely agreed although not so widely understood that the present environmental crisis is a result of historically contingent developments in intellectual history. The development of modern science came with a crucial change in intellectual history. This change can be characterized as a strengthening of technological patterns of thought or even as a victory of the technological worldview. Shortly put, we would not have a climate crisis without the distinctively modern technological advances and the emphasis on material growth that served as the ideological basis of the modern quest for welfare. On the other side of the coin there are the practical challenges we are facing right now. Not only would human welfare collapse and the local ecosystems everywhere fall if we suddenly lost all the benefits of modern technological development. As the case is, we urgently need even further technological development. Diminishing greenhouse gas emissions can only be achieved through wider use of energy efficient technologies. Also, new innovations like carbon sequestration systems for coal burning power plants are needed. There is no turning back to pre-modern society. This paper argues that despite the urgent need of new technologies and wider use of existing ones, intellectual history needs a new twist away from certain distinctively modern patterns of thought. After shortly considering certain early modern ideologists (René Descartes on the aims of science, John Locke on the nature of property), the discussion in this paper centres on two fronts. The main issue concerns understanding what human happiness consists of. (1) Even if re-evaluated, the concept of continuous economic growth will not be the key for further rise in global welfare. Patterns of thought that belong to the technological world-view have so far yielded the model that welfare would be best achieved through maximally efficient use of scarce resources. In fact, re-evaluation of the nature of human welfare is needed. As has been argued in the research on the so-called economy of happiness, western countries have already seen a half-decade of strong growth in income levels without significant raise in the level of satisfaction with human life. The situation is clearly going to worsen with environmental problems, and primarily with the consequences of the coming climate change -it is clear that money is not going to buy us away from these problems. (2) Historical models (Aristotelian and Stoic thought are discussed) suggest the there are ways of conceiving human welfare that give considerably more weight to holistic considerations even in a global scale that was virtually unknown for the ancient authors. It seems that the specific part of the technological worldview that needs to be given up is the commitment to individually free and undetermined setting of the human goals of life. We need more communitarian and environmentally more conscious understanding of what it is to be happy -but this is, in fact not a problem but rather a solution even in the search of human happiness. The paper concludes with contrasting two models of what it is to be human. On the one hand, there is the utility maximizer, who has wants and tries to maximise their satisfaction through maximally efficient techniques. On the other, there is the Stoic, who manipulates his wants to achieve maximal satisfaction given the situation. As the paper argues, both of these models fall victim to the central pitfall of the technological worldview: that happiness consists of satisfaction of wants. In the defended model that leans mainly on Aristotelian considerations, people have wants and we need technologies to satisfy them, but the most crucial dimensions of human happiness spring from more holistic considerations. This, as the paper shows, yields a realistic understanding of human happiness -which in fact also makes fighting global warming a central part of the human quest for happy life in a balanced world. 
